The sky region containing the active radio-galaxy Centaurus A has repeatedly been observed with the COMPTEL instrument onboard the Compton Gamma Ray Observatory (CGRO). The nine observation periods during the CGRO phases I and II in which Cen A was in the eld of view of COMPTEL are spread over 18 months in the years 1991 to 1993. The energy range 0.75 to 30 MeV is covered.
INTRODUCTION
The active radio galaxy Centaurus A was one of the few known MeV gamma-ray sources when the Compton Gamma Ray Observatory was launched /1/. Since then, it is among the objects which have been observed repeatedly by all CGRO instruments /2,3,4/. In nine pointings during the CGRO observation phases I and II, spanning the years 1991 to 1993, the Centaurus A region was in the wide eld of view of the Compton telescope COMPTEL onboard CGRO. In view of the results presented below, it has to be pointed out, that all previous "detections" of Centaurus A in the MeV energy range (1 -50 MeV), have been made by instruments which had a rather poor angular resolution of several degrees (for references see /5/). Also COMPTEL has an angular resolution for weak sources of only a few degrees. Thus the identi cation of the MeV gamma-ray source in the Cen A region with this AGN is only based on the coarse directional agreement and the compatibility with the low-energy gamma-ray spectrum of Cen A. More recently /9/, EGRET reported the possible detection >50 MeV of MS1312.1-4221, a source in only 2 distance from Centaurus A. MS1312.1-4221 belongs to the class of BL Lac type objects many of which have been detected by EGRET and which show large spectra variations on time scales of days. Thus, variations in the emission from the Centaurus A region may not be attributed to Cen A alone.
OBSERVATIONS Phase I Observations
During Phase I (the Sky Survey) of the CGRO observations, the Centaurus A region was in the eld of view of COMPTEL in viewing periods 12, 14, 23, 27, and 32. They cover the time interval October 1991 till July 1992 spending in total 58 days on this region. However, the total e ective on-axis observing time for phase I is only about 7 days. This value takes into account several factors, including earth occulation periods, SAA passages and CGRO tape recorder problems (which were especially acute during observation 23). It also incorporates the angular dependence of the COMPTEL e ciency. To enhance statistics, all ve observations were combined in the present analysis.
Phase II Observations
During Phase II of the CGRO observations, the Centaurus A region was in the eld of view of COMPTEL in viewing periods 207, 208, 215, and 217. They cover the time interval January 1993 till April 1993 spending in total 41 days on this region. Again, the e ective observing time is only 7 days. Similar to Phase I, all 4 observations have been combined for analysis.
SPECTRA FROM THE CENTAURUS A REGION
During Phase I, COMPTEL detects emission from this region only in it's low energy bands (i.e. 0.75 -1 MeV and 1 -3 MeV). No emission at higher energies is detected. Under the assumption that this emission is from Cen A, these data are in agreement with the OSSE observations reported by Kinzer et al. /2/. Table 1 gives for the combined observations of Phase I the measured uxes in all COMPTEL energy bands. If the derived uxes are below 2 , upper limits are quoted which are derived by adding the 2 error to the measured ux value. The statistical errors are 1 , an estimated systematic error of about 30 % is not included. The spectrum of the emission from the Centaurus A region during Phase I, is shown in Figure 1 . In Phase II of the CGRO observations, the emission from the Centaurus A region in the two low energy bands of COMPTEL has fallen below the detection limit, so that only upper limits can be derived. Again in agreement with the COMPTEL ndings (if Cen A is the source of the emission), OSSE reports a very low intensity level for the Cen A emission during Phase II /2/. However, emission in the energy band 3 -10 MeV with a signi cance of > 4 sigma is detected by COMPTEL. Table 1 gives for the combined observations of Phase II the measured uxes in all COMPTEL energy bands. As for Phase I, the ux values or 2 upper limits are given. The spectrum of the emission from the Centaurus A region during Phase II, is shown in Figure 2 .
LOCATION OF THE EMISSION FROM THE CENTAURUS A REGION
The imaging instrument COMPTEL can locate the direction of the sky from which -rays in the MeV range are emitted. Depending on the strength of the source, the location accuracy varies between 1 for strong sources and few degrees for weaker sources. As described in /7/, only strong sources with a separation 4 can be resolved. Figures 3 and 4 show the 1 , 2 , and 3 location error contours as derived for the low energy detection during Phase I and the 3-10 MeV detection from Phase II respectively. The location contours in the COMPTEL skymaps for the observations of the Centaurus A region are always compatible with an origin of the emission from Cen A. However, the BL Lac type object MS1312.1-41221 /8/ which is only 2 separated from Cen A, has always about the same probability for being the source of emission as Cen A. 
DISCUSSION
Clear evidence for a source with emission up to several MeV is seen from a region coinciding with the position of Cen A. The spectra change signi cantly over 6 months between the two observation phases. Because of co-adding the single observations of each phase, this time scale is only an upper limit to the variability. Besides the possibility that the active galaxy Centaurus A shows such large variations in it's spectral shape, the COMPTEL data may hint at the presence of another active and variable object in the vicinity of Cen A. The changes in the MeV spectrum of Cen A would indicate an extreme hardening of the source when it decreases in intensity in the low energy part so that only emission in the 3-10 MeV energy band is detected. The marginal detection by EGRET of a source > 50 MeV in only 2 distance from Centaurus A, tentatively identi ed with MS1312.1-4221 /9/, suggests that the emission seen by COMPTEL in Phase II originates from this BL Lac type object rather than from Cen A.
The presently available data are not su cient to solve this problem. Therefore, to verify the supposition, multi-wavelength observations of both objects have been proposed. Proposals for CGRO, ROSAT, and optical (IR) observations have been accepted for July 1995. Proposals for ASCA and radio observations are submitted.
